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Abstract: Neuroendocrine tumors showing cytological and histological features similar to a lung 

carcinoid can be misleading. We present a case that we think will improve the diagnosis and treatment 

of this type of tumor. A 66-year old female with a medical history of over 10 years of total 

thyroidectomy for thyroid carcinoma, a follicular variant, was admitted to our hospital with dry cough, 

fatigue, and weight loss of approximately 10kg over the last 3 months. Thoracic computed tomography 

showed several well-defined, round nodules in both lungs. A wedge resection with excision of a 3 cm 

nodule was performed, and the pathological exam revealed a typical pulmonary carcinoid. The 

diagnosis was confirmed by immunohistochemistry, but tumor markers were inconclusive. After 

approximately 3 months, additional immunohistochemistry lab work was performed and resulted that 

the specimen was a lung metastasis of a thyroid papillary carcinoma. Physicians must remain alert to 

the potential of medical error due to diagnostic difficulties of neuroendocrine tumors. Although rare, 

thyroid metastatic disease can present itself as carcinoid tumors.  
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