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Abstract: Expired drugs constitute a group of waste without environmental- or health-friendly
regulations. Its management includes generation, segregation, treatment, and disposal. We assessed how
drug waste of pharmacies is disposed of in the city of Santa Fe to gather data that help generate
information to produce scientifically valid norms and procedures. We survey pharmacies in the city of
Santa Fe (n=15) chosen at random using the Forms application. Among the ways to dispose, 61% of
pharmacies deliver drug waste to drugstores or laboratories, 31% use a disposal system of dangerous
waste, and 8% deliver drug waste to the College of Pharmacists. In addition, 80% reported participation
in waste disposal programs, 67% consider it advisable to create a regulation that supports and regulates
the disposal of expired drugs by pharmacies, while 56% do not inform their clients how they should act
in case of having expired drugs at home. Although the responses showed an appreciable degree of
commitment to the environment, it is concluded that it is necessary to generate a clear regulation for the
disposal of pharmaceutical residues and to generate an awareness campaign for the main actors involved
in this issue to reduce environmental pollution.
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